
      April 2018 

Almira School 

District 

REMEMBER EVERY 1ST, 
3RD AND 5TH WED. 

OF THE MONTH IS 
ONE HOUR EARLY 

RELEASE  

Apr 19—Class Pictures 

Apr 23—School Board 

work session 6:00PM 

 May 7—SBAC testing 

starts for middle school 

May 7 thru 11—Staff 

Appreciation week 

May 14—Child Find 

May 14—HS Matinee  
12:30 (K-8 traveling to 

C.C.) 

May 15—HS Musical 

6:30 

May 23—K-8 Ag Day 

May 28—NO SCHOOL 

Memorial Day  

May 31—Pre-K—8 

Spring concert 6:30PM 

June 1—Pre-K Roundup 

June 2—HS graduation 

June 5—Track Meet 

June 7—MS Field Trip 

June 8—8th Grade 

Recognition—Last Day 

Spring Newsletter 

Pg 2—SBAC testing 

Pg 3—Child Find 

Pg 4—K-1 News 

Pg 5—4th 5th Genius 

Hour and 2nd 3rd 

Trout Project 

Pg 6—Reptile visit and 

Family Paint Night 

Pg 7—Spring sports 

 

This spring season the 2nd and 3rd 

grade science students have been 

learning about parts of plants.  Pic-

tured here with a variety of flowers, 

students were dissecting to investi-

gate how flowers can look different 

but have similar parts for reproduc-

tion.  Having studied roots, stems 

and leaves, the class is ready to 

learn about native plants in the Al-

mira area.  Submitted by Mrs. Susan 

Douglas 
Kiana Hoffman, Liam Dahlenberg, Madison Brink, Austin Goetz  

Grades 4 and 5 recently capped off a 3 month study of energy with an individual engineering project.  The class studied non-

renewable and renewable energy, the uses for both the United States and Washington State specifically.  Educational special-
ist visited from Grand Coulee Dam and presented students with additional information regarding hydrology and alternative 
energy.  Before students left for spring break, they made presentations to their parents about their projects.  The projects 

ranged from using a lemon to create electricity, to creating a electro-magnet that generates electricity by water movement 
and alternate battery positions.  Students discovered that creating working models takes ideas into a whole new level of 

engineering practices. Submitted by Mrs. Susan Douglas  

Lava Bomb found in local field 

2nd 3rd Grade Science 

4th 5th Grade Science 

              Aubrey Rimel                                   Gabe Alig                              Harvest Parrish 

In our region, a rock can look like every other rock.  In science, however, each 

rock tells a story!  Mrs. Sample, an avid field walker, recently invited Mrs. Doug-
las out to her farm to look closely at some very cool geologic formations.  
Turns out, they both discovered some formations that we often overlook; lava 

bombs. Lava bombs are created with spewing volcanic lava.  This molten lava 
cools quickly in the air, and lands bringing all the area around it close to it.  
When you find one, the layers of earth and basalt around it flake off easily.  
Don't be fooled, they can resemble some shapes of dinosaur eggs.  Unfortunate-

ly, any possible dinosaur eggs is under all the layers of our basalt.  Paying close 
attention to the many features, plants, and animals reveal the rich history we 
are fortunate to live in.  We encourage you to walk, observe, and learn! If you'd 

like to see some of these lava bombs, stop by and visit Mrs. Douglas' class-
room.  And if you have some interesting geologic (or any science) features in 
your neck of the woods, let Mrs. Douglas know.  We are always looking for 

evidence of the amazing things that are in our ecosystem!  By Susan Douglas 



Smarter Balanced Assessments Spring Schedules 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

7 8 9 10 11 

8th ELA CAT-Elder 

5th Science- Douglas 

  

8th ELA PT-Elder 

6th Math CAT-Kurkowski 

6th Math CAT-Sample 

6th Math CAT-

Matthewson 

4th ELA CAT- Conway 

5th ELA CAT- Conway 

8th ELA PT-Elder 

6th Math PT-Kurkowski 

6th Math PT-Sample 

6th Math PT-Matthewson 

4th ELA PT- Conway 

5th ELA PT- Conway 

8th Math CAT- Matthew-

son 

7th ELA CAT- Elder 

7th ELA CAT- Kurkowski 

4th ELA PT- Conway 

5th ELA PT- Conway 

  

8th Math PT- Matthewson 

  

  

  

  

  

SBAC Makeups 

14 15 16 17 18 

3rd Math CAT- Douglas 

  

SBAC Makeups 

12:30pm Drama Matinee in 

Coulee City 

8th Science- Dotson 

7th ELA PT- Elder 

7th ELA PT-Kurkowski 

6th ELA CAT-Sample 

6th ELA CAT- Kurkowski 

3rd Math PT-Douglas 

7th ELA PT- Elder 

7th ELA PT- Kurkowski 

6th ELA PT-Sample 

6th ELA PT- Kurkowski 

4th Math CAT- Conway 

5th Math CAT-Douglas 

4th Math PT- Conway 

5th Math PT-Douglas 

  

 

SBAC Makeups 

SB/BB Game Away 

6th ELA PT-Sample 

6th ELA PT- Kurkowski 

  

  

 

SBAC Makeups 

21 22 23 24 25 

7th Math CAT-Matthewson 

  

  

SBAC Makeups 

7th Math PT-Matthewson 

  

  

SBAC Makeups 

2-3 MAP Testing AM 

K-1 MAP Testing PM 

  

2-3 MAP Testing AM 

K-1 MAP Testing PM 

  

  

May 2018 

The public is invited to our April 23rd School Board Meeting 

work session!  We will be discussing a 2 year plan to better the 

district.  Be here at 6:00PM 
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Child Find Screening 
 

 
 

Almira School District 
Monday, May 14th, 2018    9:00 AM-12:00 PM 

What is a Child Find Screening? 
Screening is a free check of your child's development including: 

 

    Large muscle development 

    Eye-hand coordination (fine motor skills) 

    Communication 

    Concepts 

    Personal-social skills 

    Self-help skills 
 

What is the purpose of a Child Find Screening? 
The purpose of the screen is to identify any factors that may interfere with your child's learning, growth, and develop-

ment. The screening is also provided to help parents identify their child's strengths and weaknesses and provide home 

suggestions. 
 

What happens during a Child Find Screening? 
During the screening, your child may stack small blocks, cut with a scissors, draw, count, name colors, jump, and have 

fun! Following the screening, a trained professional will talk with you about the results of the screening. You will have 

the opportunity to ask any questions about your child’s development. You may be given home suggestions, referred on 

for further testing, or be scheduled to have skills rechecked at a later date. The screening process usually takes about 45 

minutes. 
 

Who is eligible to be screened? 
Any child, birth to age five, whose family or care givers would like more information about their child’s development. 

All school districts within Washington State have Child Find screenings available. If your family is living in a tempo-

rary situation, you may contact the district where you are staying to attend a screening. 
 

Where can I go for screening? 
For more information and to schedule a screening, please contact: 

Shauna L Schmerer 

Almira School District 

310 S 3rd 

Almira, WA 99103 

(509) 639-2414 
Or email to lklein@almirasd.org  

mailto:lklein@achsd.org
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The kindergartners and the first graders spent time in March making leprechaun traps, writing about their traps, and 
listening to stories about St. Patrick's Day and those allusive, undersized people. Again, the students were not suc-
cessful in finding leprechauns in the little houses made to entice them but. . .there is always next year!  
   The K-1 class has started their castle unit and will be presenting a play sometime in May that will be centered 
around chaos at a castle. If you come see one of our productions, you will see agriculture at its worst. You may also 
see detective work at its best. At any rate, evil will not prevail!  Submitted by Mrs. Anita Sieg 

The K-1 class enjoyed making paper mache' Easter baskets the last week of March. Here they are after finding 
them hidden on the playground.  
Back row: Gigi Weber, Kaitlyn Rimel, Cade Carstensen, True Parrish, Camryn Peha, Calvin McArthur, Quin Peha, 
Mac McKay  
Front row: Rylee Goetz, Akira Luczak, Veryk Sweigert, Cooper Braun  
Absent that day: Madison McCall, Jackson Elder, Lily Hendrickson  

K-1 NEWS 

K-1 showing off their Easter bunny ears 

Front: Veryk Sweigert, Gigi Weber, Quin Peha, Camryn Peha, Cooper Braun, Lily Hendrickson  

Back: Akira Luczak, Cade Carstensen, Mac McKay, Calvin McArthur, Jackson Elder 
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The 4th and 5th grade class is gearing up for the next round of Genius Hour Presentations.  Genius Hour is a program where 

the students get 1 hour a week to learn about what they would like to learn about and then they have to share their learning 

with others.  Not only is this a good opportunity for students to learn about new things but it is also a chance for them to 

stand up and present their knowledge.   

       Last semester students studied about robotics, farming equipment, mask making, how to make & the history of several 

different desserts, cosplay, fossils, volcanoes, classical musicians, and DIY solar panels.  At the start of this semester they de-

cided that they enjoyed Genius hour and learned so much that they would like to do it again. Students have been researching 

and learning about how to make things and how different things work, such as sewing and how steam engines work- including 

why we don’t continue using them.  We will be starting our second round of presentations April 25th and parents, family and 

friends are invited to watch.  A schedule of dates, times and presenters has been posted on Mrs. Conway’s classroom web-

site at almirasd.org.  Submitted by Nicole Conway 

  

4th 5th grade Genius Hour 

Second and Third grade have been 

taking very good care of our classroom 

trout that we received back in January. We 

received around 200 trout eggs that had 

hatched just a short week after we received 

them. During February and March, we’ve 

watched the eggs break down and loved 

watching them change from eggs to alevins.  

Once the alevins started swimming up out of 

the gravel, the trout started to swim up 

towards the surface. Once the alevin start 

swimming up out of the gravel and are about 

3 inches, they are now in the fry stage. This 

is when we started to feed them.  Feeding 

the trout is one of our classroom jobs and 

the students are responsible for feeding and 

documenting their meals. They are develop-

ing bright orange colors around their mouth 

and parr marks, or camouflage. Not only are 

they developing colors, but they are getting 

so big and swimming so fast! We will contin-

ue to care for these trout and release them 

to the wild on June 1st at Steamboat Rock.  

Submitted by Megan Osborn 

Front: Ariana Sweigert, Savannah Monson, Faith Parrish, Madison Brink, Kiana Hoffman, 

Addy Wright Middle: Audrey Weber, Nicole Burlew, Lindi Robertson, Dylan Peterson, 

Donny Dormire Back: Kaydence Burda, Liam Dahlenberg, Austin Goetz, Wyatt Ogle 

2nd 3rd grade trout project 
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Reptile visitors 

Reptile Man visited us on March 22nd and brought along this albino Burmese python.  It was so big that it took 

seven students to hold it! We also got to learn about and see Lucy the Alligator, a black mamba, an African 

spurred tortoise, a Solomon Island skink, a milk snake, and more! Reptile Man has his own zoo in Monroe, 

Washington if you'd like to take a family road trip to learn more about these amazing reptiles this summer!  

Submitted by Anna Thomas 

Family Paint Night 

Kayleigh Elder April Dormire Audrey Weber 

On Friday March 16th, the Almira School District sponsored a Family Paint Night.  Three local artists (Debra 

Peha, Lyndsey Mitchell and Kimberly McKay) each led a class of parents and students to paint a different pic-

ture.  This was a wonderful night to enjoy an opportunity to learn a new hobby, eat some snacks and bring fam-

ilies together.  Thanks to all who helped make this a special event! 
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ACH WARRIORS BASEBALL TEAM 

ACH WARRIOR SOFTBALL TEAM 

Back row: Grady Murray, George Chapman, Reece Isaak, Parker Roberts, Tristen Wood 

Front row: Jaxon Baergen, Casen Murray, Jim Holcomb, Cody Allsbrook Absent: Dane Isaak, Cooper 

Correia, Connor Higgs.  Head coach: Sean Matthewson, assistant coach Manaokalani Victorino 

Back row:  Whitley Rushton, Jasmine Brown, Carol Hinkle, Mimi Isaak, Sam Cook, Desiree 

Schmauder, Adyson Schafer, Abby Roberts, Callie Pinar.  Front row:  Hailey Troupe, Kaylee Wodt-

ka, Isabel Brink, Prairie Parrish, Kayleigh Elder, April McGuire, Adriana Marchesseault, Kenzie 

Baergen, Kiley Elliott.  Head coach: Megan Osborne, assistant coach: Alex Carter 



Almira/Hartline Elementary  

ACH Middle School 

Almira School District 

310 S. 3rd Street  P O Box 217 

Almira, WA  99103 
 

Phone: 509-639-2414 

Fax: 509-639-2620 

E-mail: sschmerer@almirasd.org 

We’re on the 

Web!  

almirasd.org 

Almira School District No. 17 

P O Box 217 

Almira, WA  99103 
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Look for sports schedules, lunch and 

breakfast menus, school calendar, dai-

ly bulletin etc.  Parents check out the 

“Family Access”!  Keep track of your 

students lunch money, attendance, 

and grades too if you have a middle 

school student.  Call for your user 

name and password. 

If you would like a copy of this newsletter 

mailed to you, please call or email 

(lklein@almirasd.org) 


